


Do you want to have a better vacation?

Do you want to make the most of your precious vacation time? 

Avoid these mistakes and you'll be on your way!

Mistakes happen. They just do. Sometimes the consequence is a 

mere annoyance, other times it can be a major headache. Travel 

mistakes can give you a funny story to tell later, but they can also 

leave you with regret. 

We've traveled a lot, and made perhaps more than our share of 

mistakes when it comes to planning and being on a trip. This is a 

guide of some of the biggest mistakes we have made. We're 

sharing them with you so you can learn from us and have a better 

vacation experience.
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One of the biggest mistakes we have made in our trips is staying too

far from the center of the city.

Picking a hotel is challenging part of planning a trip. Maybe one of

the hardest  parts.  There are so many variables:  price,  comfort,

location, reviews. If you are going to a bunch of different cities,

you  have  to  pick  a  bunch  of  hotels,  which  means  doing  the

research  over  and over.  It  gets  overwhelming  even to  us  after

years of active traveling. 

Sure, staying outside the tourist center of a city can be cheaper, 

but you need to keep in mind how much time you will be 

spending going and coming back from what you actually want to 

do. Especially if you are in a city only for a few days, that can add 

Staying too far away
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up to a lot of time you are losing.

We've stayed in residential areas that were nice, but there weren't

a lot of options for food (see mistake #4) and we lost 30 minutes 

on transport in each direction when we wanted to see the sights 

or eat something. Unfortunately we've done this several times 

before finally realizing it just wasn't worth it. Booking a place 

closer to the center would have saved us time and frustration 

even if it was a little more expensive, so that's what we do now.

Read More: http://travel-made-simple.com/planning/lodging/

Being too far from what we want to

see  usually  causes  more  problems

than it's worth in savings.
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Don't end up cramming your trip with things you think you should 

see and won't actually enjoy.

Have you ever stood in a long line in the hot sun for hours waiting 

to go into a museum and think to yourself, "Why am I doing this? I 

don't care about this place, but I'm here, so I feel like I should." 

This sense of obligation to a place can pressure you into decisions 

you won't be happy with. Resist them and know what you actually 

like.

Of course there are sights and experiences that are typical and 

famous of a place, but that doesn't mean you have to do them 

ALL. Some of the best trip moments are stumbling on the "secret" 

places and doing the quirky things that only you enjoy.

Giving into the “shoulds”
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A few years ago in Amsterdam, I felt pressured to go to some of 

the city's famous art museums. It was one of those things I 

thought I "should" do while visiting Amsterdam. But then I 

realized, I don't really like art museums. No one is forcing me to 

go. So I didn't. And I'm so glad I skipped it and went wandering 

through markets with my husband instead.

Read More: http://travel-made-simple.com/what-kind-of-traveler-

are-you/

Vacation  is  too  short  to  be  doing

things  you  don't  want  to  do,  just

because you feel like you should.
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Take time to research train and bus options before you book a flight

or rent a car.

Transport in other countries isn't the same as home. Driving in 

Europe can be a wonderful way to travel in some locations but a 

horribly stressful option in others. Cities, especially ones with an 

old city center, don't have a lot of space for parking. Gas is a lot 

more expensive in Europe than in the US. And the driving rules are

often different. 

Flights often seem like the fastest option, but it isn't always the 

case. Factor in the time it takes to get to the airport, the time 

ahead of your flight, and the time it takes to get off the plane and 

through the airport, and suddenly a 2 hour flight can take 5 or 6 

Not researching

transport options
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hours. More if you have to connect in another city or of the 

airport is really far from where you're going. 

I once met someone who was visiting Freiburg, in Germany's Black

Forest, and she was flying to Berlin. Except Freiburg doesn't have a

nearby airport. She had to take a very early train an hour away to 

Baden-Baden, then a bus from the train station to the airport. 

After all the time it took to get to the airport, sit at the airport an 

hour or so before her flight, and actually fly to Berlin, she could've 

taken the much more relaxing 6 hour train all the way to Berlin. 

And it was cheaper than the flight too! 

Read More: http://travel-made-simple.com/planning/transport/

The best  transport option may not

always be the most obvious.
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An open jaw flight is one where you can book a single ticket that 

flies out to one city and then back home from a different one. If 

you're traveling to several destinations, look at flying into your 

starting city and out of your ending city. 

For example, a trip to Italy could be Rome - Florence - Venice, but 

you don't have to go back to Rome to fly home. Look for flights out

of Venice. Even Milan is much closer to Venice than Rome and 

could be a good option. 

Bonus Tip:

Don't forget about open jaw flights. 
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One of the big mistakes we have made in arriving in a new city is 

not having a place for dinner already researched.

Andy and I both get grumpy when we are hungry. This is especially

true if we are arriving late in the day. Searching for food when we 

are already starving can be a frustrating situation, so we have 

started having a single restaurant near our hotel picked out before

we arrive. Not that we HAVE to eat there, but we know that it is 

there.

This kind of research is good to do when choosing a hotel. Google 

street view makes it easy to see if there are plenty of places to eat 

nearby. Not that you have to stick near the hotel for every meal, 

but knowing options reduces the hungry-grumpy feelings. 

Not having an arrival

restaurant picked out
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This is especially important if you're flying somewhere far enough 

to have jet lag. If you live in the US and you're going to Europe, 

you'll probably land in the morning having slept very little on the 

flight. Knowing of a decent restaurant near your hotel where you 

can get lunch will save your sanity. 

Another option is a first-day food tour for the evening. Andy and I 

love them in general and the first night can give you a bit of a view

of the city as well as easy food. This is a better option if you are 

not dealing with jet lag, though.

Having a restaurant picked out for your

arrival day limits the amount of searching

you  have  to  do  hungry.  And  if  you  find

something else on the day, even better.
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We both have regrets of missing out on experiences from past trips 

solely because we felt they were too expensive.

There are of course limits to budgets and some things really are 

too expensive. However, will you look back later and think, "I'm so 

glad I didn't splurge on that hot air balloon ride," or will you look 

back with regret and think, "I really wish I had taken that hot air 

balloon ride with the gorgeous views of the landscape." 

You probably won't remember what you do with the money you 

save from skipping out, but you'll remember the experience if you 

do spend the money on a travel experience.

There was a boat tour to some islands and a nature reserve in 

Thailand that we skipped because of the price. But we already 

Skipping something

based on cost alone
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spent the money to get all the way to Thailand, why not spend a 

little more to do something amazing? In the grand scheme of 

things, it really wasn't that expensive, and now chances are if we 

get that opportunity again it won't be for quite a while.

Balance this mistake against #2. Are you doing something because

you think you should? Definitely think about things and make 

decisions on what you want to do, but don't let the cost stop you.

Read More: 

http://travel-made-simple.com/how-to-make-a-travel-budget/

http://travel-made-simple.com/saving-money-to-travel/

You're probably only going to be in that

destination once, and the memories you'll

get  from  the  experience  are  priceless  in

comparison to a couple of bucks.
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Two mistakes lots of people make are cutting the layover too close 

and not taking advantage of long layovers. 

Unless you are lucky enough to live in a city with a hub airport, 

layovers are just something you have to deal with. 

Sometimes it is tempting to book that cheap flight with a 30 

minute layover in LAX on your way to Australia. The system might 

think you can make it, but if you have to get from one end of the 

airport to the other, you're probably going to miss your 

connection. Even if it does work you will be scrambling and 

stressed out trying to make the connection. 

Squeezing yourself

on the layovers
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Remember that it can take 10-20 minutes just to get off the plane,

and many airlines aren't so helpful about rebooking you if you 

miss a connecting flight that they deem to be your fault. 

Read More: ttp://travel-made-simple.com/if-you-think-your-

layover-is-too-

On the other end, don't turn your nose up at the 12 hour layover in

London. That is probably long enough to at least get a taste of the 

city. If it's a city you've been to before, it might be a good 

opportunity to see that one place you missed the last time. If it's a

city you've never seen, that short glimpse might be enough to 

decide if you want to return for a full trip in the future. 

Especially when switching to or from an

international flight, give yourself plenty of

time to make the flight.
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Andy once booked a flight from Frankfurt to Auckland that 

involved a layover in Hong Kong. Instead of picking the flight with 

a 2 hour layover, he choose the one with a 14 hour layover. He got

to taste real dim sum while having lunch and dinner, he got to see 

the harbor, and he had fun riding on the boats. It's not enough 

time to really experience a city, but it was enough for Andy to 

know that he wants to return someday for a longer trip.

Read More: http://travel-made-simple.com/layover-long-enough/

A layover of 12 hours or more can be a

fun day in a new city. If the visa situation

allows, definitely consider exploring.
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Trying to bring items and clothing for every single eventuality will 

just end up with bags too heavy to carry.

You almost never need those "just in case" items, and if you do, 

you can probably buy them there. Unless you're going somewhere

extremely remote, they will have stores where you're going. 

Bring a couple Band Aids in case of a cut or a blister, but leave the 

hypothermia blanket at home while you go to the tropics. 

(Seriously, I met a girl in Southeast Asia who had one with her. In 

95F/35C weather.) If your carry-on sized tube of sunscreen isn't 

enough, you can buy more there. If you're going out for a nice 

dinner a few times, you really only need one nice outfit.

Packing too much
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I recommend packing about a week's worth of clothes no matter 

how long the trip is. You can always do laundry along the way if 

you need to, and no one will care or even notice if you wear the 

same outfit two or three times. Guesthouses and hotels often 

have laundry services, but avoid the ones that charge by the item. 

You can also find laundromats in most cities and use the 

opportunity to relax at a nearby cafe. 

Read More: http://travel-made-simple.com/packing/

I  recommend  packing  about  a  week's

worth of clothes no matter how long the

trip is.  You can always do laundry along the

way.
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Finding the proper activity level for your trip is key to enjoying it.

Do you ever feel like you need time off to recover from the 

vacation you just returned from? Vacation time is a limited 

quantity for most of us and we just want to pack it full of 

everything we can. This is fine if you like an action packed week or 

two, but not everyone does.

Trying to pack in too much can bite you in several ways: 

If you have activities from dawn to dusk without any rest, you 

might miss some of the quieter aspects of a place. You'll end up so

exhausted you might not even enjoy the places you're seeing. It's 

good to slow down now and then. Sometimes the highlight of a 

trip is a lazy afternoon in a small square away from other tourists.

Trying to see too much
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Secondly, if you try to see every possible day trip from Paris, or 

absolutely need to see Dublin, Rome, and Stockholm on the same 

one week trip, you will be spending so much of your time in 

transit that you won't have much time on the ground to actually 

see the things you came to see. 

Come home with memories of the sights, the food, the tours, and 

the culture. Don't come home with memories of airports, train 

stations, and buses.

Read More: http://travel-made-simple.com/travel-slow-and-see-

more/

Know what activity level you can handle

and what you can enjoy. Overdoing it is

just going to lead to exhaustion and memories

don't thrive on tired.
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Not every image of a vacation “tour” is the bus full of camera toting

tourists. There are plenty of tours that offer unique small-group 

experiences.

We all know the image of the big bus of tourists unloading into a 

town. Fifty of your best friends in close contact for two weeks 

being herded around from one sight to the next and spending 

more time on a bus than enjoying the destinations. Sure there are 

tours like this, but it is wrong to think that everything called a tour 

is like this. 

Some tours are really fun and can enhance your travel experience 

by providing interesting information, giving you access to places 

you can't get to on your own, or saving you time by skipping lines.

Thinking that

all tours are alike
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Andy and I have come to really love food tours. They are smaller 

groups (usually less than 12). You get food and information how 

the food is connected to the culture at the same time. And most 

of all, these are tours that we couldn't put together on our own. 

Food tours are just an example, but there are tons of options. We 

hunt out things that let us skip-the-line and do things in small 

groups that we couldn't put together ourselves. Tours are great for

unique experiences, and they can be a fun way to meet other 

travelers. 

Read More : http://travel-made-simple.com/planning/tours/

The  best  tours  offer  something  unique,

weird,  or  simply  something  you  can't

arrange easily yourself. 
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Social media sites are a great way to share your vacation with your 

friends, but they are also a great way for you to miss your own trip. 

Take plenty of pictures, but don't spend your day uploading them 

to Facebook and Instagram or worse yet waste an afternoon 

looking for a wi-fi signal just to post an update. Your friends will 

understand if you're not online much while you're traveling, and 

when you get home you can share the best of your photos all at 

once. 

Many people get international plans or buy a SIM card wherever 

they go so they can be in constant contact with those back home. 

If this is important to you, that's fine, but remember that you'll be 

ok without it. Even just 10 years ago, people traveled without 

Spending your

vacation on Facebook
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being able to use their cell phones and only got online at internet 

cafes. In some places, wi-fi can be slow and/or spotty, so if you 

don't have the expectation of being able to be online all the time 

you won't be disappointed.

I still don't bother with an international phone plan or a SIM card 

in other countries. I can check my email or Facebook once a day 

on the hotel's wifi and spend the rest of the time enjoying where I

am. 

#onvacation 

#whereami 

#bebackinaweek
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Local holidays can hinder or enhance your vacation depending on 

what the holiday is. 

Some holidays mean everything will be closed, transport options 

might be limited, or hotels might be three times the normal price. 

Other holidays could involve festivals that can be fun to 

experience. Knowing what the holidays are and what they mean 

for travelers could change your mind about going at that time, or 

it could make you want to book your trip for that specific time. 

Other countries celebrate different religious holidays, even in 

countries where the predominant religion is the same as your 

home country. Holidays can mean closed restaurants or limited 

transport.

Not researching

local holidays
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Greece celebrates the Greek Orthodox Easter, which is on a 

different date than the Easter you're probably used to. Many 

places also have national holidays for their independence day or 

some other important event. 

I recently spent a week in Cyprus and forgot to research the 

holidays ahead of time. After booking my flights and my first hotel,

I realized there was a national holiday a few days into my trip. It 

meant that transport options were altered from the normal 

schedule, and many attractions were closed. Luckily I got my 

transport worked out and I was able to change the order of two of

the cities I was visiting so I could go to something that was closed 

on the holiday..

Know the holidays of your destination so

you don't  get  stuck or,  worse yet,  miss

out on something really cool.
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Hi, I’m Ali.

I know what it’s like to get overwhelmed by planning a 
vacation. I’ve jammed too many destinations into one 
trip and barely saw a thing. I’ve missed sights and eaten 
bad meals. I’ve made one misstep after another. 

Luckily years of extensive travel – solo, with my husband, 
and with friends – have taught me what works and what 
doesn’t when it comes to travel planning. Now I’m 
sharing my experience and knowledge with you here on 
Travel Made Simple.

If you want to make the most of your limited vacation days…
If you want to see the big sights, but you also want to see things not everyone 
else sees…
If you want to learn the secrets of the local food, beer, and wine…
If you want to have a plan for your trip while still leaving room for flexibility…

…then you’re in the right place!

I believe seeing the world doesn’t have to be complicated. 

Travel Made Simple helps you plan your vacation and travel smarter. We offer 
itineraries for the places you’re traveling to including the big sights and the off-
beat ones. We’ll show you the value in letting someone else take the reigns 
from time to time. 
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